MAUDE  ADAMS   AS   STAR

Leonora is an unspeakable darling, and this
is all the guidance that can be given to the lady
playing her.

On her last starring tour under the personal direction
of Charles Frohman, Miss Adams combined with a re-
vival of "Quality Street" a clever skit by Barrie called
"The Ladies' Shakespeare/' the subtitle being, "One
Woman's Reading of "The Taming of the Shrew.1" With
an occasional appearance in Barrie's "Rosalind," it
rounded out her stellar career under him.

Charles Frohman lived to see Maude Adams realize
his highest desire for her success. She justified his con-
fidence and it gave him infinite satisfaction.

Miss Adams's career as a star unfolds a panorama of
artistic and practical achievement unequaled in the life
of any American star. It likewise reveals a paradox all
its own. While millions of people have seen and admired
her, only a handful of people know her. The aloofness
of the woman in her personal attitude toward the
public represents Charles Frohman's own ideal of what
stage artistry and conduct should be.

It is illustrated in what was perhaps the keenest epi-
gram he ever made. He was talking about people of
the stage who constantly air themselves and their
views to secure personal publicity. It moved him to
this remark:

"Some people prefer mediocrity in the limelight to
greatness in the dark."

Herein he summed up the reason why Miss Adams
has been an elusive and almost mysterious figure. By
tremendous reading, solitary thinking, and extraordinary
personal application she rose to her great eminence.
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